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August,  1956 

To  the  Mayor  and  Members  of  the  Ilaslingden 
Borough  Council 

1 have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  1955,  on  the  health  and  sanitary  conditions  of  the 
district. 


The  Registrar  General  has  again  estimated  the  popu- 
lation to  he  14,250.  File  adjusted*  birth  rate  was  10.8 
and  the  adjusted  death  rate  14.4  per  1,000  of  the  popula- 
tion. i’lie  corresponding  rates  for  England  and  Wales 
were  15.0  and  11.7  respectively.  There  were  three  deaths 
of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  giving  an  infant  mor- 
tality rate  of  14  per  1,000  live  births  compared  with  the 
national  rate  of  24.9.  For  the  eighth  successive  year  there 
were  no  maternal  deaths. 

Infection-  disease  consisted  principally  of  an  out- 
break of  measles  during  the  first  half  and  of  dysentery 
during  the  second  half  of  the  year.  There  were  four  cases 
of  poliomyelitis,  three  developed  paralysis  but  there  were 
no  deaths. 

I nder  a scheme  arranged  by  the  County  Council, 
children  in  certain  age  groups  were  inoculated  with  a 
vaccine  to  protect  them  against  poliomyelitis. 

three  new  cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  occurred 
and  there  were  two  deaths  from  the  same  disease. 

There  were  no  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  and  analy- 
sis of  milk  and  water  supplies  continued  to  be  satisfactory. 

A survey  of  substandard  houses  was  made.  382  were 
classed  as  unfit.  During  the  next  five  years  the  Council 
propose  to  deal  with  200  of'  these  at  the  rate  of  40  a year. 

Towards  the  end  of  1955  an  additional  sanitary  in- 
spector was  appointed  and  he  commenced  duty  in 
January,  1956. 


Applications  for  Improvement  Grants  under  the 
Housing  Act  1949  as  amended  by  the  Housing  Repairs 
and  Rents  Act  1954  numbered  98.  Of  these,  64  were 
finally  approved  by  the  Ministry. 
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During  the  year  51  houses  were  completed  b^  the 
Council  and  four  by  other  bodies.  At  the  end  of  the  year 
there  were  334  applicants  for  Council  houses  on  the  regis- 
ter. 


I tender  my  grateful  thanks  to  the  members  of  the 
Council  and  staff  for  their  continued  advice  and  assistance 
during  the  year. 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  T.  WADE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

* Adjusted  means  corrected  to  a standard  population  for 
the  purpose  of  comparison  with  other  districts. 


Section  A 


Statistics  and 
Social  Conditions 
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STATISTICS 

Area  in  acres  ...  8,195 

Population  (census  1951)  ...  ...  14,505 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  mid-year 

population  for  1955  ...  14,250 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (census  19-11)  4,856 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1955, 

according  to  Rate  Books)  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,554 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...£94,675 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ...  ...  £367 

Population : 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  mid-year 
population  for  1955  remains  the  same  as  1954.  It  is  estima- 
ted as  being  14,250.  The  1951  census  population  was  14,505 

Live  Births : 

Legitimate  Illegitimate  Total 

Male  116  6 122 

Female  ......  95  5 100 

211  11  222 


Still  Birth : 

Male  ...  3 ...  3 

Female  1 ...  1 
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Total  Registered  Births  for  1955  ...  226 
Total  Registered  Births  for  1954  ...  216 

Total  Registered  Deaths: 


Male  Female  Total 

For  1955  Ill  114  225 

For  1954  ......  114  89  203 


Total  Deaths  of  Infants  under  I year: 

For  1955 : 

Legitimate  Illegitimate  Total 


Male...  3 ...  3 

Female  ......... 

3 3 

For  1954 : 

Male  2 ...  2 

Female 

2 ....  2 


Death  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age: 

For  1955 : 

Legitimate  Illegitimate  Total 

Male  ...  1 ...  1 

Female 


1 ...  1 


For  1954: 

Male  ...  ...  ...  2 ....  2 

Female ... 


2 


2 
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There  were  three  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year 
of  age.  one  of  which  occurred  in  the  first  four  weeks  of 
life. 


A list  of  the  ages  and  sex,  and  the  causes  of  death  of 
the  three  infants  is  appended  herewith. 


Sex 

Age 

Cause  of  Death 

Place  of 
Death 

Male 

3 mouths 

Asphyxia  occlusion  of 

bronchi  by  mucopus  due  to 
acute  tracbio  bronchitis. 

Home 

Male 

1 7 Days 

la  Broncho  Pneumonia, 

H ome 

M ale 

12  weeks 

la  Broncho  Pneumonia 
an<l  (b)  malnutrition — 
aggravated  by  lack  of  care. 

Hospital 

11 
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As  in  previous  years  heart  disease  is  again  responsible 
for  the  greatest  number  of  deaths,  83  being  certified  as  due 
to  this  cause. 

This  is  rather  a lower  figure  than  last  year  when  92 
deaths  from  heart  disease  were  recorded. 

Details  of  the  principal  causes  of  death  during  1955 
are  given  in  Table  II  below. 


PRINCIPAL 


TABLE  ||. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  1955 


Causes  of  Death. 


Number  of  Deaths 


Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  ...  ...  ... 

Tuberculosis,  other  forms  ...  ...  ... 

Syphilitic  diseases 

Diphtheria  ...  

W hooping  Cough  

M eningococcal  Infections  ...  

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

Measles  ...  ...  

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  ...  • 

Cancer,  malignant  disease,  all  forms 

Leukaemia ...  ...  ...  

Diabetes ...  ...  ...  ... 

Vascular  lesions  of'  the  nervous  system 

Heart  disease ...  

Other  circulatory  disease ...  

Influenza  ...  ...  ... 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ... 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  

Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system... 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  ...  ...  . 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  ...  ... 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  ...  ... 

Congenital  malformations  ...  ...  

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  

Motor  vehicle  accidents  ...  ...  

All  other  accidents 

Suicide  ...  ...  ...  

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  ...  ...  ...  . 


2 


33 

o 


37 

83 

8 

5 

7 

14 

4 
1 

5 

1 


& 

8 

5 

6 
2 
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Section  B 

General  Provision 
of 

Health  Services 


14 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services 
for  the  Area 


Under  the  National  Health  Service  Act  the  County 
Council  is  responsible  for  the  health  services  under  that 
Act. 


The  examination  of  pathological  specimens  and  milk 
and  water  samples  is  undertaken  without  charge  by  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Monsall  Hospital  Man- 
chester. 

The  following  matters  are  the  responsibility  of  the 
Borough  Council : — ■ The  control  of  infectious  disease ; 
provision  of  suitable  water  supplies ; control  of  cleansing 
and  disposal  of  refuse;  inspection  of  all  food  and  food- 
preparing premises  ; sampling  of  foodstuffs  (milk,  ice- 
cream, etc.)  for  bacteriological  examination;  sanitary 
accommodation  to  houses,  factories,  shops  and  other 
premises;  inspection  of  houses  with  regard  to  fitness  for 
human  habitation ; nuisances  and  defects ; rodent  control 
offensive  trades;  smoke  abatement;  and  many  other 
matters  concerned  with  environmental  health. 

Hospital  facilities  are  now  under  the  Regional  Board 
and  Management  Committees  and  patients  are  admitted 
without  regard  to  local  boundaries. 

Ambulance,  District  Nursing,  Midwifery  and 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Services  are  provided  by  the 
County  Council  and  administered  under  the  Divisional 
Health  Service  Scheme. 


Section  C 


Prevalence  of  and 
Control  over  Infectious 
and  other  Diseases 


NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  RECEIVED  DU1UNO 

THE  YEAR  1955 
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Note:  (i  notifications  of  suspected  food  poisoning  were  received,  but,  after  full  investigation,  none  were 
confirmed. 


Infectious  Disease: 


Cases  oi  Infectious  Disease  are  treated  without  charge 
at  the  infectious  disease  hospital  and  similarly  pathological 
examinations  are  made  without  charge  at  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  Monsall  Hospital,  Manchester. 

The  National  Health  Service  Act  requires  that  copies 
of  all  notifications  of  infectious  disease  must  be  forwarded 
without  delay  to  the  County  Medical  Officer.  In  practice 
these  notifications  are  sent  to  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer 
so  that  lie  may  correlate  action  within  the  health  division 
and  to  enable  the  Divisional  Committee  to  gain  a regular 
knowledge  of  the  incidence  of  infectious  disease  through- 
out their  area. 

Diphtheria  immunisation  is  now  the  responsibility  of 
the  County  Council  but  close  co-operation  between  the 
Borough  Council  and  the  County  Council  is  maintained 
particularly  for  propaganda  purposes.  During  the  year, 
192  children  under  five  years  of'  age  were  immunised  and 
11  between  the  ages  of  5 and  14. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  151  children  received  a 
reinforcement  injection  during  1955. 


NUMBER  OF  CHILDREN  WHO  HAD  COMPLETED 
A COURSE  OF  PRIMARY  IMMUNISATION  AT  ANY 
TIME  UP  TO  31/12/55 


Age  at  31  /12/55 

under  1 

1-4 

5-9 

10-14 

Total 

i.e.  born  in  year 

1955 

1951-1954 

1946  1950 

1941-1945 

under  15 

Number  Immunised 

72 

528 

868 

673 

2141 

Table  IV  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious 

disease  treated  in  hospital  during  1955. 
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TABLE  IV 

CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  TREATED 
IN  HOSPITAL  DURING  1955 


Disease 


Cases 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Pneu- 
moni  a 

Whoop- 

ing 

Cough 

Dysen 

terv 

Polio- 

myelitis 

In  Hospital  at,  begin- 
ning of  vear 

Admitted  during 
the  vear 

2 

2 

1 

12 

3 

Disharged  during 
the  vear 

2 

1 

12 

3 

Died  in  Hospital  ... 

2 

Remaining  in  Hos- 
pital at  end  of  year 

Bacteriological  and  Pathological  Examination: 

Table  Y shows  the  results  of  bacteriological  examina- 
tions made  during  the  year. 


TABLE  V. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS  TARING 

1955 


Particulars  of  Examination 

Positive 

Neerati  ve 

Total 

Diphtheria- '1  hr  oat  Swabs  ... 

0 

2 

Other  Examinations— 

Salmonella  | 

Dysentery  ) 

72 

72 

144 

Others  

2 

1 

3 
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Tuberculosis : 

Each  case  of  tuberculosis  is  visited  by  the  Tuberculosis 
Health  Visitor  of  the  Lancashire  County  Council  as  soon 
as  possible  after  receipt  of  notification.  Fifty-nine  cases 
were  visited  during  the  year,  the  number  of  visits  paid 
being-  876.  Where  desirable,  Sanatorium  or  Hospilal 
treatment  is  arranged  after  consultation  between  the 
Chest  Physician  and  the  Medical  Practitioner  concerned. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  86  cases  of 
tuberculosis  on  the  register,  9 cases  were  added  and  19 
cases  taken  off  the  register,  leaving  a total  of  76  cases  on 
the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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Table  VI  gives  the  age  of  the  cases  of  tuberculosis 
notified  and  deaths  from  the  disease  during  1955. 

TABLE  VI 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

NEW  CASES  AN1)  MORTALITY  DURING 
THE  YEAR  1955 


Age 

Periods 

Mew 

Oases 

f 'eat  hs 

Res  pi  rat.ory 

Non- 

Res  Oratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Moles 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Tears 

<M 

1-5 

5-10 

10-15 

l 

... 

15-20 

i 

] 

... 

20-25 

i 

25-35 

... 

i 

i 

... 

35-45 

45  65 

65  and 
upwards 

... 

1 

3 

l 

l 

1 

l 

... 

1 

S 

2 

2 

N.B.  Primary  notifications  only  included  in  the  above 
table. 


Tile  examination  of  sputum  for  i lie  presence  oi 
tubercle  bacilli  is  carried  out  at  llie  Blackburn  Royal 
Iniirinuiy.  Of  (JO  such,  specimens  examined  during  1955, 
2 were  positive  and  58  negative. 

in  no  instance  has  there  been  any  wilful  neglect  or 
refusal  to  notify;  the  notification  of  tuberculosis  in  thi; 
district  being  satisfactory 

There  does  not  appear  to  be  any  excessive  incidence 
of,  or  mortality  from  tuberculosis  in  any  particular 
occupation  in  the  area. 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  action  during  the 
year  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis) 
Regulaf'  ms,  1925,  relating  to  persons  suffering  from 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  employed  in  the  milk  trade,  or 
under  the  Public  Health  Acts  relating  to  the  compulsory 
removal  to  a hospital  of  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis 

Table  VII  gives  particulars  of  disinfection  during 
the  year. 


TABLE  VII 

DISINFECTION  DUPING  1955. 


Disease,  etc. 

Number  of 
Rooms 

Number  of 
Articles 

Tuberculosis 

6 

42 

Other  Causes 

1 

Nil 

(Number  of  Houses  7) 


Room  fumigation  for  diseases  other  than  tuberculosis 
and  smallpox  is  no  longer  recommended.  Experience  has 
shown  that  thorough  cleansing  with  soap  and  water  and 
disinfectant  together  with  efficient  ventilation  of  the 
rooms  is  adequate. 

Infection,  in  the  cases  of  diseases  like  scarlet  fever 
and  diphtheria,  is  nearly  always  due  to  personal  contact 
or  to  the  infection  of  food  and  drink. 


Section  D 


Sanitary  Circumstances 
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Borough  of  Haslingden 


August,  1950. 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Health  Committee 

1 have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  consideration  my 
ninth  Annual  Report  on  the  sanitary  conditions  in  the 
area  and  the  progress  recorded  in  1955. 

The  text  oi  the  Report  deals  with  all  the  matters  of 
sanitation  and  hygiene  which  come  under  the  control  of 
this  department.  Many  of  these  are  uot  at  the  moment 
prominent  or  topical,  but  must  necessarily  receive  con- 
stant attention,  to  ensure  the  continuity  of  the  system 
evolved  in  this  country  for  the  maintenance  and  improve- 
ment of  the  public  health  services. 

Matters  very  much  in  the  public  eye  at  the  present 
time  are  those  connected  with  housing,  food  hygiene  and 
clean  air,  and  these  have  been  the  subject  of  recent 
legislation. 

Housing  must  necessarily  be  of  first  class  importance 
in  Haslingden,  as  in  all  towns  which  expanded  at  the  time 
of  the  industrial  revolution,  as  a number  of  houses,  over- 
crowded on  space,  badly  planned  and  now  very  old,  are  a 
natural  legacy  of  that  period.  The  Ministry  of  Housing 
and  Local  (xovernment  required  each  local  authority  in 
1955,  to  submit  proposals  for  dealing  with  those  houses  in 
the  area  which  were  considered  unfit  for  human  habitation 
and  should  be  demolished  or  closed.  Much  time  was  spent 
in  making  the  survey  required,  and  although  a consider- 
able amount  of  the  detailed  work  of  the  survey  could  not 
be  completed  in  time,  the  overall  picture  was  obtained  and 
a report  submitted  to  the  Health  Committee.  Mils  showed 
that  382  houses  were  considered  unfit  for  human  habita- 
tion. and  the  Council  submitted  its  proposals  to  the 
Ministry.  The  Council  and  the  Ministry  considered  all 
the  problems  involved  and  eventually,  in  January,  1956, 
the  programme  submitted  by  the  Council  was  agreed. 
The  decision  was  to  deal  with  200  of  the  houses  in  the  first 


five  years  at  the  rate  of  40  per  annum.  Throughout 
all  this  period  the  Health  Committee  had  been  in  the 
closest  consultation  with  the  Housing  Committee  *o  that 
the  expected  additional  requirement  of  new  houses  for 
clearance  work  could  be  co-ordinated  with  building  for 
other  purposes.  It  is  hoped  that,  in  1956,  the  first  steps 
can  be  taken  to  tackle  this  tremendous  problem. 

The  arrangements  for  t lie  supply  of  meat  in  the  Has- 
lingden  Borough,  as  set  out  in  the  1954  Report,  have 
worked  satisfactorily  in  1955.  There  has  been  consider- 
able slaughtering  activity  at  the  one  licensed  slaughter- 
house in  the  Borough,  details  of  the  inspectorial  work 
are  given  in  the  body  of  the  Report. 

It  is  a great  pleasure  to  report  that  the  “ Crane 
Y\  ater  Supply  Scheme”  is  now  an  accomplished  fact,  and 
the  houses  in  this  small  hamlet  are  connected  to  the 
public  mains.  Since  1947,  120  houses  which  were  reliant 
on  a private  water  supply,  have  been  connected  to  the 
public  mains. 

In  general  sanitary  work  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  31 
waste  water  closets  and  one  pail  closet  have  been  con- 
verted to  fresh  water  closets,  whilst  239  defective  dustbins 
have  been  replaced  with  new  ones.  The  work  of  refuse 
disposal,  started  last  year  on  the  South  Shore  area,  has 
continued  and  is  proceeding  as  planned. 

The  work  involved  in  the  protection  of  food  has  beer 
given  considerable  attention  this  year  despite  pressure  of 
other  duties.  There  are  many  additional  powers  and  res- 
ponsibilities under  the  new  Food  Hygiene  Regulations 
which  will  require  much  more  inspectorial  time. 

New  legislation,  when  it  becomes  fully  effective  will 
add  to  the  responsibilities  and  problems  with  regard  to 
smoke  prevention  and  tin*  ideal  Clean  Air. 

In  the  second  lin'f  of  1955  an  outbreak  of  dysentery, 
and  tin*  precautions  which  had  to  be  taken,  caused  con- 
siderable extra  work  in  the  department.  Tt  is  right  to 
point  out  that  full  co-operation  was  received  from  the 
headmasters,  teachers,  and  caretakers  at  several  of 
schools  in  the  Borough  and  this  undoubtedly  contributed 
to  reducing  the  extent  of  infection. 
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Tile  efforts  of  the  Health  Committee  to  obtain  the 
services  oi  a fully  qualified  additional  sanitary  inspector 
and  food  inspector  were  successful  tmvaids  the  end  of  the 
year  when  Mr.  1).  J.  Hunt  was  appointed.  He  com- 
menced duties  early  in  January  1956.  The  volume  of  the 
work  expected  of  the  department  continues  to  grow  and 
this  important  addition  to  the  staff  will  be  indeed 
welcome. 

My  appreciation  and  thanks  are  due  to  all  members 
and  officials  of  the  Council  for  their  interest,  encourage- 
ment and  valuable  assistance,  to  an  efficient  and  loyal 
staff  and  to  all  employees  of  the  department  for  their 
ungrudging  service  throughout  the  year. 

I am, 

Mr.  Chairman  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  DAWSON, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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Water : 


' lie  water  supply  of  ILasliugden  is  obtained  mainly 
from  tile  Irwell  Valley  Water  Board,  with  a small  number 
of  bouses  in  (lie  Rising'  Bridge/Stonefold  area  being  sup- 
plied by  the  Acccrington  and  District  Water  Board,  and 
tlu  remainder— rather  more  than  300  houses  and  farms, 
by  springs  and  wells.  Of  the  5,054  inhabited  houses  on  the 
rate  books  at  the  end  of  the  year,  approximately  5,253  are 
supplied  by  the  two  Watei  Boards,  whilst  the  remaining 
houses — mainly  on  the  outskirts  and  hilly  districts  are 
dependent  on  private  supplies.  The  percentage  of  houses 
supplied  from  private  sources  such  as  springs  and  wells  is 
approximately  5.7.  Accrington  and  District  Water  Board 
supply  about  Bit)  houses  at  the  Baxenden  end  of  the 
Rising  Bridge  area,  whilst  the  irwell  Valley  Water  Board 
provide  water  for  (he  rest  of  the  houses  in  the  Borough.  In 
all  cases  the  water  supply  is  direct  to  taps  in  the  con- 
sumers houses,  neither  of  these  two  authorities  deliver 
water  by  stand  pipe. 

Bather  more  than  half  the  houses  in  the  Borough  are 
now  fitted  with  baths. 

Extensions  of  549  yards  to  the  existing  mains  of  the 
Irwell  Valley  Water  Board  were  laid  during  the  year  for 
the  purposes  of  new  housing'  development,  new  services  to 
existing'  property  and  renewal  of  old  mains. 

The  bulk  of  the  water  supplied  in  this  area  is  now- 
treated  with  lime  for  plumbo-solvency  and  the  results  of 
such  treatment  is  satisfactory.  Lime  treatment  of  the 
water  is  applied  at  the  reservoirs. 

In  1955  forty-five  bacteriological  samples  and  ten 
chemical  samples  were  taken  of  raw  water  to  determine 
degree  of  treatment  required.  One  hundred  and  forty 
bacteriological  samples  and  twenty-one  chemical  samples 
were  taken  of  water  going  into  supply.  These  were  satis^ 
factory.  All  water  is  chlorinated  at  tbe  source. 

Twenty-five  samples  of  water  from  private  supplies 
were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  during  the 
year.  Sixteen  were  satisfactory  whilst  nine  werp  below 
standard. 


Grane  Water  Supply”  : 


1 iiese  houses  were  connected  to  tlie  public  mains 
supply  in  December.  Four  houses  in  Blackburn  lload 
" ere  also  supplied  with  towns  water,  the  Council  in  this 
case  “'acting  in  default”  after  statutory  notices  bad 
expired. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage: 

The  sewage  disposal  works  are  under  the  control  of 
a Joint  Board  and  deal  with  the  sewage  of  the  three 
Rossendale  Valley  Towns,  Bacup,  Haslingden  and 
Rawtenstall.  The  plant  is  situated  at  the  lowest  point  in 
the  area,  and  the  method  of  treatment  is  precipitation  and 
filtration  w'ith  outfall  into  the  River  Irwell. 

There  are  still  a number  of  houses  not  connected  to 
public  sew'ers,  but  these  are  mostly  in  outlying  districts 
and  farms. 


Sanitary  Accommodation: 

The  figures  below  show  the  closet  accommodation  of 
the  Borough  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

1.  Number  of  pail  closets  ...  ...  140 

2.  Number  of  waste-water  closets  ...  ".2232 

3.  Number  of  fiesh- water  closets  . . 3005 

4.  Number  of  dry  ashpits  (excluding-  middens)  !1 

“) . N umber  of  movable  ashbins  5378 

One  pail  closet  was  converted  during  the  year.  There 
are  still  one  hundred  and  forty  pail  closets  in  existence, 
mostly  situated  on  the  outskirts  of  the  town,  remote 
from  sewerage  and  mains  water  facilities 

Table  VIII  shows  the  particulars  of  conversions  during 

1055. 
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TABLE  VIII 

CONVERSIONS 

kT  , , , . ) To  fresh  w.c’s. 

No.  of  pail  closets  ( , 

^ ] J o waste  w.e  s. 

1 

Nil 

No.  of  waste  w.c’s.  to  fresh  w.c’s. 

31 

No  of  houses  at  which  movable  ashbins 
have  been  substituted  for  fixed  receptacles 

Nil 

Public  Cleansing : 

The  vehicles  used  for  public  cleansing-  are  as  follows : 
two  freighters  used  entirely  on  collection  of  household 
refuse.  One  freighter  is  used  for  the  collection  of  night- 
soil  (in  a special  tank  fitted  to  the  wagon  for  that  pur- 
pose) and  for  the  collection  of  trade  refuse,  salvage  and 
cover,  etc. 

Household  refuse  is  collected  bi-weekly  and  nightsoil 
weekly.  All  household  refuse  was  disposed  of  by  con- 
trolled tipping  at  the  South  Shore  Tip.  Nightsoil  is  dis- 
charged to  the  sewers  by  means  of  a special  nightsoil  sliute. 

Tipping  was  commenced  at  South  Shore  in  the 
Autumn  of  1954  and  is  proving  quite  satisfactory.  Certain 
drainage  has  been  carried  out  and  further  drainage  will 
be  necessary  as  the  area  of  the  tipping  space  is  extended, 
all  this  work  is  proceeding  according  to  plan. 

The  refuse  collection  wagons  have  dealt  with  the 
following  materials  during  the  year: — 


Loads 

Ashbin  refuse 

2434 

Nightsoil  

139 

Salvage  

...  ...  ...  28 

Cover 

48 

Trade  Refuse  ... 

117 

Total 


276G 


oU 


The  following  shows  particulars  of  the  materials  dealt 
with  on  the  South  Shore  Tip : 

Loads 


Loads  tipped  hv  refuse  wagons  2551 

Sweepings  from  Borough  Surveyor’s  Department  ...  220 

Loads  tipped  by  private  traders ...  ...  400 

Tip  Cover  ...  ...  48 


Total  3201 


SALVAGE 

Waste  paper  salvage  was  continued  throughout  1955, 
with  a constant  demand  for  supplies  by  dealers  and  mer- 
chant'. The  prices  offered  showed  two  increases  during 
the  year,  reaching  a figure  which  made  trading  an 
economic  proposition. 

Salvage  was  collected  and  sold  as  follows: 

Tons  Cwts.  Qrs. 


Paper 70  11  2 

Rags  1 1 

Metals 4 10  0 


Total  ...  81  2 3 

Gross  Value  £021  8s.  8d. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 

Details  of  the  inspection  work  carried  out  diiring 
1955,  are  shown  in  Table  IX. 
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TABLE  IX 


INSPECTIONS  MADE  DURING  THE  YEAR 


Housing — Preliminary  Inspections  ....... 

999 

Housing — Block  Inspections  

55 

Housing — Public  Health  Acts  ...  ... 

. 282 

Housing — -Consolidated  Regulations  

Meat  and  Food  Inspections: — 

20 

Food  Inspection  

445 

Slaughter-houses  

...  179 

Butchers’  Shops  

67 

Market  

183 

Farms  , 

10 

Milk  Samples 

. 3 

Ice-cream  Premises  

7 

Fried  Fish  Shops  

8 

Bakehouses 

56 

Restaurant  Kitchens  

14 

Other  Food  Shops  

85 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

Infectious  disease  and  disinfection  ... 

. 96 

Shop  Acts 

no 

Water  Samples  ... 

Rodent  Control 

35 

Outworkers 

8 

Pet  Shops  ...  . 

Public  Cleansing 

...  339 

Drains  and  Water  Closets  ... 

87 

Hen  Pens  and  Piggeries 

. ...  9 

Miscellaneous 

. . . 107 

2458 

In  Table  X are  given  particulars  of : 

fa)  Notices  served  and  complied  with 

(b)  Defects  and  nuisances  found  and  remedied. 


TABLE  X 


'a)  NOTICES 


Served 

Complied 

with 

Formal  notices  ...  

4 

4 

Informal  notices  ...  ...  ...  ... 

137 

137 

<b)  NUISANCES  AND  DEFECTS 

Discovered 

Abated 

Dwelling-houses ; 

Dampness 

17 

244 

158 

12 

Defective  ashbins  . 

239 

Defective  waste  water  closets 

127 

Defective  fresh  water  closets 

13 

12 

Defective  drains  ...  

85 

84 

Chimneys  

4 

4 

Roofs  

9 

6 

Eaves-gutters  and  R.W.F.P. 

10 

9 

Defective  plaster  ...  

10 

6 

. . windows  

4 

4 

Others  ...  ..  

123 

1 

103 

Totals 

677 

606 

Smoke  Abatement: 


14  routine  observations  of  the  emission  of  smoke 
from  mill  chimneys  were  taken  during  the  year. 

Negotiations  with  two  firms  following  black  smoke 
emissions.  One  firm  making  provision  to  change  from  coal 
to  oil  firing. 

Swimming  Baths: 

The  Corporation  Swimming  Baths  provide  one  plunge 
bath,  eight  slipper  baths  with  facilities  for  medicinal 
baths. 

The  water  in  the  plunge  bath  is  treated  by  filtration, 
chlorination  and  aeration  under  pressure  and  is  chemically 
treated  by  sulphate  of  alumina  and  soda.  The  water  is 
tested  daily  for  pH  value,  for  residual  chlorine  and  for 
temperature.  The  pool  capacity  is  approximately  76,000 
gallons  and  there  is  complete  turnover  of  the  water  each 
hours. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs: 

There  were  no  cases  of  bed  bugs  to  be  dealt  with  dur- 
ing the  year.  Infestations  of  fleas  at  four  houses  were 
treated  by  internally  spraying  with  a solution  of  5% 
D.D.T.  and  Pyrethrins. 

Camp  Sites : 

There  have  been  no  licenses  issued  by  the  local 
authority  and  no  areas  are  used  for  camping  purposes. 

Schools : 

The  sanitary  conditions  in  all  the  nine  schools  in  the 
area  are  reasonably  satisfactory.  All  are  supplied  with 
water  from  the  town’s  mains. 

Rodent  Control : 

In  March  and  October  routine  treatment  of  the 
Town’s  sewers  for  the  destruction  of  rodents  was  carried 
out.  One  hundred  and  thirty-three  baits  were  laid  and 
thirty-three  complete  takes  were  registered. 

The  highest  incidence  of  infestation  is  around  the 
Town  Centre. 


During  the  year  24  private  premises  were  dealt  with 
for  rodent  infestations,  all  being  of  a minor  character. 

Including  sewer  treatment  work  and  inspection  and 
treatment  of  private  premises  35  visits  were  made  in 
1055.  This  figure  does  not  include  many  routine  inspec- 
tions for  the  presence  of  rodents. 

Factories  Act,  1937: 

The  following  table  shows  inspection  made  for  the 
purpose  of  provisions  as  to  bealtli  including  inspections 
made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 


TABLE  XI 


N umber  of 

No.  on 

Premises 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Prosecu- 

tions 

Regis- 

ter 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3, 
4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced  bv 
Local  Authorities 

2 

1 

45 

Factories  not  included  in  above  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

55 

1 

98 

Other  premises  under  the  Act  : 

(including  works  of  building 
and  engineering  construction, 
but  not  outworkers  premises) 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

57 

2 

— 

143 

35 


The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  defects  found 
and  remedied  during  the  year. 

TABLE  XII 


Particulars 

Found 

Reme- 
die  d 

Refer’d 
by  H.M 
Inspec- 
tor 

Numb’r 

1 of 
( Prose- 
cutions. 

Want  of  cleanliuess 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  : 

Insufficient 

3 

3 

1 

— 

Unsuitable  or  defective 

4 

faj 

2 

Not  separate  for  sexes... 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 

(not  including  offetves  relating 

to  outwork) 

7 

6 

— 

— 

Total 

15 

11 

4 

— 

Outworkers : 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  15  outworkers  on 
the  register.  Thirteen  are  engaged  on  work  classified  as 
textile  weaving  whilst  two  are  engaged  on  wearing  apparel 
and  small  metal  work. 

Shops  and  Offices : 

One  hundred  and  ten  routine  visits  and  inspections 
were  made  during  1955  of  shops  in  the  district.  21  informal 
notices  were  served  as  a result  of  certain  defects  found, 
and  all  were  complied  with.  No  action  was  fotrlltl  necessaiT] 
with  regard  to  offices. 

Common  Lodging  Houses: 

There  is  still  one  Common  Lodging  House  in  Hasling- 
den,  this  is  situated  in  the  Town  Ward.  The  premises  are 
visited  from  time  to  time  and  were  found  to  be  reasonably 
satisfactory  both  as  to  cleanliness  and  conduct. 
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Rag  Flock  Acts,  1911  and  1928: 

There  are  no  premises  in  the  town  where  rag  flock  is 
manufactured  and  so  far  as  is  known  none  is  being  sold 
or  used. 


Section  E 

Housing 


New  Houses  Erected  during  the  year: 

Houses  Flats 

(a)  lly  the  local  authority 51  — 

(b)  By  other  local  authorities...  ...  2 — 

(c)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  .........  2 — 

Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses: 

Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  formally 
or  informally  for  housing  defects  (under  Public 


Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  504 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  above  purpose  524 


Dwelling  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  not 


capable  at  reasonable  expenses  of  being  rendered 
fit : 

(a)  Number  found  during  year  ...  ...  395 

< b ) Number  (or  estimated  number)  at  end 

of  year  ...  ...  ...  380 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  during  the  year 
to  be  not  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation,  but  capable  of  being  ren- 
dered fit  ......  ...  ......  41 

Clearance  Areas : 


Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  during  year: — 

(a)  Unfit  houses  ...  — 

(b)  Other  houses  ...  — 

Number  of  persons  displaced  ...  — 

Houses  not  included  in  Clearance  Areas: 

Persons 

Houses  displaced 

Houses  demolished  or  closed  during  the 
year  : 

Housing  Act,  1936: 

Demolished  as  a result  of  formal  or  in- 
formal procedure  (section  11) 13  27 

Closed  in  pursuance  of  an  undertaking 
given  by  owners  under  Section  11 
and  still  in  force ......  — — 

Parts  of  building  (dosed  (section  12)  ...  — — 

Housing  Act,  1949: 

Closed  as  a result  of  closing  orders  under 

Section  3 (1)  and  3 (2)  ...  — — 
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Local  Government  (Miscellaneous  Pro- 
visions) Act  1953: 

Closed  as  a result  of  Closing  Orders  un- 
der Sections  10  (1)  and  11  (2)  ...  2 4 

Repairs  During  Year: 

Number  of  houses  rendered  fit.  and  houses  in  which 
defects  were  rendered  as  a result  of  informal 
action  by  the  local  authority  under  the  Housing 
or  Public  Health  Acts  ...  ... 

Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  under  the 
Public  Health  Acts,  after  service  of  formal 
notice : 

(a)  By  owner ...  ...  .... 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owner 

Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  under  the 

Housing  Act  193G  (Sections  9,  10,  11  and  16) 
after  service  of  formal  notice : 

(a)  By  owners  ...  

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners 

Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Acts  1954  : 

Houses  reconstructed,  enlarged  or  improved  and 
Demolition  Orders  revoked  (Section  5)  

Unfit  Houses  in  Temporary  Use  (Housing  Repairs 

and  Rents  Act  1954)  : 

Number  of  houses  at  end  of  year  retained  for  tem- 
porary accommodation  and  approved  for  grant 
under  Section  7 ...  ...  

Number  of  separate  dwellings  contained  in  above... 

Number  of  houses  licensed  for  temporary  accom- 
modation (Section  6)  ...  
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Housing  Act  1949  — Improvement  Grants,  etc. 


Private  Bodies  or 
Individuals 

Local  Authority 

Action  during  year  : 

No  of 
Schemes 

No  of  dwel’g 
houses  or 
other  build- 
ings affected 

No.  of 
Schemes 

No  of  dwel’g 
house*  or 
other  build- 
ings affected 

(a)  Submitted  by  Private 

individuals  to  L.A.  ... 

98 

98 

(b)  Submitted  by  L.A,  to 
Ministry  

(c)  Finally  approved... 

Ministry  

64 

64 

(d)  Work  completed  

50 

50 

— 

— 

(e)  Additional  separate  dwel- 
lings includnd  in  (d) 
above  

— 

— _ 

— 



(f)  Any  other  action  taken:  In  two  instances  loans  have 
been  granted  to  applicants  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
out  repairs  to  houses. 


Housing  Conditions — General 

Previous  limited  surveys  had  shown  that  there  were 
a considerable  number  of  sub-standard  houses  of  the  back- 
to-back  and  back-to-earth  type.  The  survey  made  in  1955, 
though  again  limited  by  the  lack  of  time,  set  out  the 
housing  picture,  or  at  least  the  unfit  housing  picture,  in 
its  proper  perspective.  Iu  the  region  of  400  houses  are 
considered  unfit  out  of  a total  figure  of  5,554  houses  in 

the  Borough.  It  is  necessary  to  note,  however,  that  this 
figure  of  four  hundred  will  need  to  be  very  much  in- 
creased if  work  of  repair  and  improvement,  is  not  carried 
out  at  many  of  the  older  houses  not  included  in  this  report. 
In  this  respect  some  useful  progress  can  be  recorded  with 
regard  to  improvements  made  under  the  Improvement 
Grant  powers  of  the  Housing  Act  1949,  but  the  repairs 
section  of  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act  1954  is 
virtually  a dead  letter,  so  far  as  this  district  is  concerned. 

At  the  end  of  1955  there  were  334  applicants  on  the 
register  for  Corporation  houses. 
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\\  ith  regard  to  the  construction  ot  new  Corporation 
houses  the  following  were  in  hand  at  the  end  of  the  year: 

Broadway  Scheme  (13)  ...18  houses 

Broadway  Scheme  (15)  25  houses 

Top  of  Town  Scheme  (1G)  ...  25  houses 

The  following  were  contemplated  : 

Top  of  Town  Scheme  (17)  ...  20  houses 

Certificates  of  Disrepair  (Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act 
1954)  : 

There  was  one  application  for  a certificate  and  this 
was  not  granted. 


Section  F 


Inspection  and  Supervision 
of  Food 


44 


Milk: 

'Die  duties  of  itlie  local  authority  with  regard  to 
milk  supplv  include  the  important  work  ot  supervising 
distribution,  responsibility  for  water  supply,  sewage  dis- 
posal and  drainage  at  farms  and  the  power  to  deal  with 
prevention  of  infection  from  milk.  Actual  supervision  of 
(lie  production  of  milk  on  the  farm  is  the  duty  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food.  Set  out  below 
are  details  of  licences  issued  in  the  Borough  and  the 
samples  taken. 

At  December  hist  there  were  50  Distributors  of  Milk 
on  the  register.  These  are  in  addition  to  farmers  who 
retail  their  own  milk. 

Mii*k  (Special  Designation)  Regulation,  1949  (Raw  Milk) 
(Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk)  : 

The  following  hold  licences  under  the  Special  Desig- 
nations Regulations  at  the  end  of  December: 

45  Dealers’  Licences  for  Sterilised  Milk. 

8 Dealers’  Licences  for  T.T.  Milk. 

6 Dealers’  Licences  for  Pasteurised  Milk. 

2 Supplementary  Licences  for  T.T.  Milk. 

1 Supplementary  Licence  for  Pasteurised  Milk. 

Examination  of  Milk  Supplies: 

Particulars  of  the  bacteriological  and  biological  ex- 
amination during  1955  are  given  in  Table  XIII 

TABLE  XIII 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  MILE. 

DURING  1955 


No.  of  Samples 


Particulars  of 
Examination 

total 

Nho- 

ative 

Posi- 

tive 

'-at  b- 
factory 

Not 

Satis- 

factory 

Biological  for 
Tuberculosis 

2 

2 

Methylene  Blue 

3 

... 

Phosphatase 

1 

1 
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Inspection  of  Meat  and  Other  Food: 

Frequent  inspections  are  made  at  retailers  shops  (in- 
cluding butchers’  shops)  where  foodstuffs  are  stored, 
exposed  for  sale,  or  in  course  of  preparation  for  sale. 

The  number  of  visits  paid  for  the  purpose  of  meat 
and  food  inspection  during  t lie  year  was  445.  Slaughter- 
ing of  “ cottagers’  pigs”  has  now  ceased  with  the  de-con- 
trol of  meat,  but  regular  slaughtering  is  carried  out  at  the 
one  licensed  slaughterhouse  in  the  town.  The  carcase  of 
each  animal  slaughtered  is  inspected  at  time  of  slaughter 
or  within  a short  time  following  slaughter. 


Carcases  inspected  and  condemned  within  the  district: 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

197 

Nil. 

Nil. 

1376 

177 

Number  Inspected 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis: 

197 

— 

— 

1321 

177 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . . 
Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

— 

— 

— 

— 

organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  disease 

15 

115 

7 

other  than  'l  uberculosis  . . 
Tuberculosis  only; 

7.6% 

— 

8.7% 

4.0% 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . . 
Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 

1 1 

— 

— 

— 

5 

affe  cted  with  Tuberculosis  . . 

5.6% 

— 

2.8% 

No.  of'  carcases  found  to  be  affected  with  cysticercus  bovis 

—Nil. 


Food  Poisoning: 

Three  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  during 
1T)5,  two  of  which  were  connected  with  a minor  outbreak 
in  a nearby  town.  All  three  cases  were  of  a very  mild 
nature  and  there  was  no  suspicion  of  any  outbreak  in  this 
area. 
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Food  Condemned : 

Tlie  following  foodstuffs  were  condemned  as  unfit  for 
human  consumption  in  1955,  and  were  dealt  with  as 
directed  by  statute. 


W eight  of  Meat  and  Offal 919  lbs. 

Tinned  Meat ...  ...  328A  lbs. 

Tinned  Fruit 139  lbs. 

Tinned  Vegetables 37  lbs. 

Tinned  Milk  25^  lbs. 

Tinned  Fish  ...  11^  lb.'. 

Miscellaneous  Foodstuffs 151  lbs. 

.Bacon  ...  ...  ...  24  lbs. 

Haw  Fish  ...  12  lbs. 


Total  , ...  1542  lbs. 


Food  Premises: 

Attention  has  been  given  to  many  food  premises, 
including  catering  establishments,  but  the  number  of 
visits  lias  been  somewhat  restricted  due  to  pressure  of 
other  urgent  matters. 

During  the  year  five  premises  were  registered  for  the 
sale  of  ice-cream.  Most  of  the  ice-cream  retailers  in  the 
town  purchase  pre-packed  ice-cream,  to  be  sold  either  in 
cartons  or  in  wrappers. 

The  number  of  food  premises  registered  is  as  follows: 

Ice-cream  (50)  ; Butchers  (14)  ; Bakers  and  Cook  Shops 
(33);  Fish  and  Chips  (17). 

Seventeen  premises  are  registered  in  connection  with 
food  hawkers’  businesses. 


Bakehouses  : 

The  number  of  bakehouses  on  the  register  at  the  end 
of  1955,  was  33;  many  of  these  are  small  businesses. 


Public  Health  (Shell'  Fish)  Regulations: 

No  action  was  taken  under  these  regulations  during 
the  year. 

Adulteration  of  Food:  Chemical  and  Bacteriological 

Examination : 

1'h e administration  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938, 
and  regulations  governing  the  adulteration  of  food,  are 
under  the  control  of  tha  1 nncasliire  County  Council  and 
their  officers  take  samples  in  the  district.  The  bacterio- 
logical examination  of  foodstuffs  is  dealt  with  by  the 
Borough  Council  and  samples  are  submitted  for  such  ex- 
amination to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Monsall 
Hospital,  Manchester. 


